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WORD READY 

Before Reading – 
This book provides great opportunities for children to 
read between the lines. On the third page of the 
story it says “He had to be brave, and fast, and smart…”. Ask your child why they 
think Mutt Dog had to be brave, fast and smart?

During Reading –
Turn to the page where Mutt Dog is roaming the street and there is no text. Ask your 
child to look at the picture and come up with text that best describes what they see 
and feel. Model this for them. For example, “Poor, hungry Mutt Dog wandered the 
cold streets alone.” 

After Reading – 
Highlight some of the descriptive language 
to your child. For example, brave, smart 
and scruffy. “How many other words can 
you think of to describe Mutt Dog?”

READING READY
During Reading –
Draw your child’s attention to the … that are used 
throughout the story. Explain that this is a time for 
the reader to pause before going on. It allows us to 
think about what has been said. 

After Reading –
There are two pages in the story that refer to Mutt 
Dog being brave and fast and smart – one at the 
beginning and one towards the end. Have your child 
look at both and ask them to describe what is the 
same about them and what is different. 
 

MEMORY READY
During Reading –
Turn to the page where everyone thought 
up all sorts of names for Mutt Dog. Read the names to your child. “Turn on your listening 
ears, I am going to read some names. How many do you think you can remember?” Start 
with just three names and increase the number as your child becomes more successful. 

After Reading –
After reading, play a chain game with your child to help develop their auditory memory. 
Using the list of words you have created to describe Mutt Dog, take turns adding one after 
another to a chain of descriptive words. “He was a brave, dirty, hungry dog.” “He was a 
brave, dirty, hungry, lonely dog.”

WRITING READY 
After Reading –
Take a look at the front cover. “Why do you 
think the words Mutt Dog are coloured in to 
be brown and furry?” Write some names of 
animals in bubble writing for your child, 
such as sheep, giraffe, goldfish and have 
your child decorate them in a colour and 
texture that matches the animal.

FOCUS READY 

Before Reading – 
Explain to your child that the mood of this story changes 
as we read through the book. Do they know what a mood 
is? What kinds of moods can they name? Set them the 
task of identifying the mood/atmosphere/feeling of 
different pages throughout the story. 

During Reading –
“How do you think Mutt Dog is feeling?”
“How do you think you might feel if you didn’t have 
anywhere to sleep?”




