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WORD READY 

Before Reading – 
Look at the cover and ask your child what they think 
the story might be about? Can they name the animal 
on the cover? What is a baby sheep called? What other baby animal names do 
they know? 

During Reading – 
On subsequent readings as you turn the pages, ask your child to name the 
different settings where the animals are going to sleep. Model new vocabulary to 
them, for example, the bushes, fields, long grass, paddock, meadows and nest.

After Reading - 
Play a game with your child. They have to quickly locate the animal you describe in 
the book. You cannot use the animal name in your description. “Can you find the 
animal that gives us milk?”, “Can you find an animal with a thick, woolly coat that 
makes a baa baa sound?”, “Can you find an 
insect?”, “Can you find a scaly reptile?”

READING READY
Before Reading – 
Discuss the names of the 
author and illustrator. “Is the person who draws the pictures the author or illustrator?” 

During Reading – 
The repetitive text allows your child to join in, reading the top line of text on each page with you. 
Point to each word as you read them together in unison. On subsequent readings, allow your child to 
try to predict the second rhyming word in each sentence, for example, mouse – house, calf – laugh.

After Reading – 
Go back through the story with your child selecting just a few words to read to them in sounds. “I am 
going to read the word in sounds. Can you push the sounds together to make the words?” For 
example, s-l-ee-p, b-e-d, l-au-gh, t-igh-t.

MEMORY READY
After Reading – 
Use the animal cards to play memory. 
Lay the cards out face down. Take turns 
selecting two cards. If you correctly 
select the matching adult and baby pair 
keep the cards and have another turn.

WRITING READY 
After Reading –
Work with your child to colour in and cut out 
the animal matching cards. Model correct use 
of scissors and pencil grip for your child. They 
may still need assistance cutting the cardboard 
but encourage them to have a go. Ensure the 
scissors are safe for little ones to use.

FOCUS READY 

Before Reading – 
Little ones benefit from getting their wiggles out so they 
can focus and listen. “We are going to read a story about 
animals, but before we do let’s move like animals. Pick a 
page in the book and ask your child to move as that 
animal would. For example, gallop like a horse, flap like a 
bird, waddle like a goose, and buzz like a bee.
Use a focus question to help maintain your child’s 
attention. “There are lots of different animals putting their 
babies to bed in this story. Do you think you will be able 
to remember them all when we get to the end?”




