
This  Hungry Dragon 
by He a t h  McKe n z i e

WORD READY 

Before Reading – 
“I’m hungry” is used countless times in all households. 
When your child complains of being hungry, challenge 
them to use a more descriptive word, such as peckish, 
famished, starving. Remember to model new 
vocabulary for your child.  

READING READY
Before Reading – 
Open to the inside cover at each 
end of the book. Point out and read 
the different words printed across 
the page. “What sound can you 
hear at the start of all these words?” 
Can you think of other words that 
start with a ‘g’ sound? 

During Reading –
Read the story fluently to your child. Remember to 
engage your child using expression and tempo. On 
subsequent readings, allow your child to try to predict 
the second rhyming word in each sentence, for 
example, fox –socks, bear – hair. 

After Reading –
A fun rhyming game to play together after reading is 
“I am so hungry I could eat….” You and your child can 
try to come up with funny rhymes about what you 
could eat, for example, “a fly with a tie”, “a cat with a 
hat” or maybe even “kangaroos with shoes”. What 
silly rhymes can you think of?  

MEMORY READY
During Reading – 
On subsequent readings of the story, stop on the page 
where the Dr has been swallowed and is in the dragon’s 
tummy. This detailed illustration can be turned into a fun 

‘find it’ game. After looking closely at the picture ask your child if they can spot particular 
items. “Can you see the dog kennel?” They will love challenging you too.

After Reading – 
The very hungry dragon ate so many different things. How many can you remember? 
Turn to the page where he spat everybody out and check if you got them all correct. 

WRITING READY 
After Reading –
The dragon grows in size over the course of the story. A 
great activity to improve fine motor skills, spatial 
concepts and sequencing is to have your child draw the 
dragon at the beginning, the middle and the end of 
the story. 
Heath McKenzie uses lines to illustrate her pictures. 
Download the blank illustration from the RWR 
community page and have your child complete the 
illustrations with lines and circles before colouring in.
Be sure to share with us on         
 #rwrthishungrydragon

FOCUS READY 

Before Reading – 
Choose a quiet place away from 
other distractions. Encourage 
your child to sit calmly and listen 
as you read the story aloud to 
him/her. 

During Reading – 
Ask focus questions when 
reading to your child to ensure 
they are understanding and 
keeping track of the story. For 
example, “What has the dragon 
eaten so far?” “Why do you think 
the dragon is getting larger and 
larger in the pictures?” “What do 
you think is going to happen to 
the dragon?”
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