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WORD READY 

Before Reading – 
Look at the cover with your child. Read the title and 
ask your child if they know what a doe is? Can they name any other baby animals?

During Reading – 
Be sure to explain unknown vocabulary to your child such as nestle, crouched, 
meadows, creatures. 

After Reading - 
A great way to be sure your child understands the meaning of a word is to ask them 
to act it out for you. “Can you crouch down small like Little Doe?” “Can you tremble 
like Little Doe?” 

READING READY
Before Reading – 
Explain to your child that Little Doe feels scared 
and timid at the start of the story; she didn’t feel 
brave. Can your child identify a time or 
experience that made them feel scared? Talk 
with your child about their feelings and 
emotions.  

After Reading – 
Talk about fears they may have when broaching 
a new situation or skill. Highlight to them how it 
is normal to feel scared and frightened at times, 
but it is also important not to let these feelings 
stop you from trying new things/having new 
experiences. What other emotions can your child 
list? Can they identify times when they have felt 
like this? 

MEMORY READY
After Reading – 
Find the page where Little Doe set off on her adventure 
through the den at night. Read the passage to your child 
about the journey Little Doe takes. After reading, see if 
they can answer questions about what they have heard. 
“What other creatures were in the woods?” “What 
temperature was the stream?” “What did the night 
creatures do?”

WRITING READY 
After Reading –
Tracing shadows is a simple yet absorbing 
activity to enjoy with your child. Find a nice 
sunny spot. Place an object between the sunlight 
and some paper and trace away. You could 
trace your body on the footpath, or use a lamp 
as a source of light. Take a look at Read Write 
Ready on     . The Little Doe board has many 
more shadow drawing activities for you to enjoy.

FOCUS READY 

Before Reading – 
Make sure your child is ready to sit calmly 
and listen to the story. If necessary, let them have a run around or active break before this quiet 
activity.

After Reading 
After completing the story, ask your child to retell it for you. They will become more capable and 
confident with practice. Guide them through the retell to begin with, encouraging them to 
include details such as: Where was the story set? What happened at the start of the story? What 
happened in the middle of the story? What was the 'wow' event in the story? Who were the main 
characters? How did the story end? Support your child to use an expressive voice when retelling 
the story and to sequence the details in order.




