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WORD READY 

Before Reading – 
Look at the cover with your child. Ask your child 
what they think the story might be about. Read the 
title and ask if they know what a possum is? Can they name three other Australian 
animals? 

During Reading – 
Explain any unknown vocabulary such as gale, scurry, shelter. Point out interesting 
vocabulary such as, “It rumbles like a train”. “Can you think of anything else that 
rumbles?” 

After Reading -
How do you think Mama 
Possum makes baby possum 
feel? How do the people 
who look after you make 
you feel? 

READING READY
Before Reading – 
Discuss the names of the author and illustrator. Explain the terms to your child. 

During Reading – 
Read the story fluently to your child. Remember to engage your child with 
expression and tempo. On subsequent readings, allow your child to try to predict 
the second rhyming word in each sentence, for example, cry - dry; spread – shed. 
Ask your child to point to the first word on each page. Have your child turn the 
pages for you as you read. Ask questions to gauge your child’s understanding, for 
example, on the second last page of the book, "What time of day do you think it 
is?" "How do you know that?” “Can you describe the weather throughout the 
story?” 

MEMORY READY
After Reading – 
How many different places can your child recall Hush 
and his mother visiting? Ask your child where Hush 
jumped to from the shed. Can your child remember 
some of the other animals that were at the water 
trough? 

WRITING READY 
After Reading –
Have your child listen to the 
musical accompaniment that 
comes with the CD and 
illustrate a picture to represent 
a stormy day. 

FOCUS READY 

Before Reading – 
Choose a quiet place away from other distractions. 
Encourage your child to sit calmly and listen as you 
read the story aloud to him/her. Be sure to use your 
voice in an engaging way to hold your child’s 
attention. 

After Reading – 
Have your child listen to the story being read on the 
accompanying CD and turn the pages at the 
appropriate time.




